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IIM okay, but what about other premier institutes? 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Nagpur/IIM-okay-but-what-about-other-premier-

institutes/articleshow/47155103.cms 

Nagpur: Even as Maharashtra's first IIM is all set to commence operations from July, solely due to personal interest 

taken by none other than chief minister Devendra Fadnavis, other national level institutions, which were announced 

over two to three years back, are still on paper, if city academicians are to be believed. 

 

'Maharashtra National Law School/University (MNLS/U)' was allotted to the city around three years back after a lot of 

protests while the Indian Institute of Information Technology (IIIT) was granted about couple of years back. Ironically, 

both are yet to see light of the day and its very unlikely that they would become a reality in forthcoming session. 

 

Similarly, prestigious All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) was announced, much before the IIM, but it's also 

still on paper. The central team visited the MIHAN area where the land was earmarked for the 1,200 bed mega project. 

Even National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPER) was announced in the city, but no progress 

was made after that. 

 

If this is not enough, the much-needed Government College of Engineering (GCOE), allotted to Nagpur University, with 

the sole effort of then guardian minister Nitin Raut, two years back, is yet to see light of the day. This is despite the fact 

that government had already finalized 7.47 acres at Mouza Wanjri, for setting it up. It was expected to benefit the poor 

students who couldn't afford exorbitant fees charged by private institutions. But despite tall promises of previous 

Democratic Front and current BJP-Sena governments, all these projects were still on paper with no sight for any of them 

getting operational from this academic session. 

 

Principal secretary for higher and technical education Sanjay Chahande refused to take up repeated calls of TOI. 

Fadnavis informed that all projects are moving at a brisk pace after his government assumed power. "AIIMS has moved 

forward while we've finalized the land for MNL/U. For IIIT, we're still awaiting approval from Ministry for Human 

Resources and Development (MHRD)," he said. 

 

Joint director of technical education in Nagpur Gulab Thakre said that the government had earlier zeroed in on two large 

tracts of land for IIIT, but MHRD team didn't find them suitable. "Finally, they had approved the land behind Sutgirni at 

Waranga on Wardha Road in May last year." 

 

For MNL/U, a land at Kaldongri (earlier rejected for IIIT) was selected as it requires less area as compared to IIIT, but 

nothing moved beyond that. 

 

In case of GCOE, a deal was fixed between NIT and government's town planning department for Rs37 crore. "Of this NIT 

was demanding Rs 26 crore while DTE had asked for Rs 11 crore as charges for compound wall and land development. 

Besides, NIT also asked for Rs53 lakh per year towards the lease. However, the government, it seems, is not ready to pay 

up those 'exorbitant' charges and we may have to look for alternative land," Thakre pointed out. 

 

PREMIER INSTITUTES AND THEIR STATUS 

* IIM | All set to begin operations from VNIT from July, due to initiative of chief minister. IIM Ahmedabad to appoint 

academic officer 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Nagpur/IIM-okay-but-what-about-other-premier-institutes/articleshow/47155103.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Nagpur/IIM-okay-but-what-about-other-premier-institutes/articleshow/47155103.cms
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* MNL/U | Despite tall promises, the prestigious institute allotted three years back is yet to see light of the day, due to 

government's apathy. Land identified at Kaldongri, but not yet finalized 

 

* IIIT | Conceptualized two years back and even land was identified at Waranga on Wardha Road. But proposal is struck 

with MHRD for nearly a year 

 

* AIIMS | Announced during last year's union budget in July. Land at MIHAN finalized and even a central team inspected 

it, but it's yet to come out of paper 

 

* NIPER | It was allotted to the city in this year's budget in March, but government is yet to identify a land for it 

 

* GCOE | Allotted couple years back and even land was finalized at Mouza Wanjri, but government's reluctance to pay 

charges to NIT delayed its starting 

 

Survey to find problems faced by IIT-B students not fluent in 

English  

Hindustan Times (Mumbai 

MUMBAI: After the death of a third-year student at Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay (IIT-B) on Sunday, 

the institute’s student media body, Insight said that it will conduct a survey to find the problems students face 

owing to a lack of fluency in English.  

Jitesh Sharma, who was found dead on a hostel terrace, is said to have had trouble with fluency in speaking 

English. He left a note stating he was not happy with his academic performance. He was also being treated for 

depression.  

“We thought about this survey as we observed that a language barrier is hampering IIT-B students. Some 

students from small towns and rural areas find it difficult to communicate in English,” said Niranjan 

Thakurdesai, one of the chief editors of Insight.  

“The upcoming survey will explore how the lack of English proficiency has affected students’ academic 

performance. The results will be submitted by May 7,” said Thakurdesai.  

Experts feel that continuous counselling is important. “High expectations of teachers and parents, inhibitions, 

discrimination by fellow students make things difficult for students. Continuous counselling is not provided to 

students. Top institutes should include emotional intelligence in their syllabus,” said Rajendra Barve, senior 

psychiatrist.  

According to the professors, the institute has already come up with measures to help. Last year, the institute 

started extra lectures in Bengali for first-year undergraduate students. A few professors also conduct extra 

lectures in Hindi and Marathi.  

A professor, on condition of anonymity, said, “Students who are fluent in English should not discriminate 

against others who are not fluent in English.”  

UA Yajnik, dean, students’ affairs, IIT-B was not available for a comment.  
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PhD thesis for sale! Available at a corner store near IIT-D and 

JNU 

http://www.firstpost.com/living/phd-thesis-sale-available-corner-store-near-iit-d-jnu-2226956.html 

There are boards that announce “Projects and Assignments.” Students from different colleges go around shop 

after shop to look for a better bargain, some places charge per word, some per page. The entire place looks like 

a specialised market. The place is Ber Sarai market which is situated on the boundary between Indian Institute 

of Technology (IIT), Delhi and Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). 

“Do you want a project made? Come with me,” says a man, pretending to be using his phone. The place is filled 

with touts and gives you an impression that the entire place is operated by a mafia that knows what it is doing. 

They seem to sense that it might be awkward for a student to start a conversation about getting a thesis project 

made and look to break the ice by turning conversations into ‘deals’. 

“What is your topic, just tell me what you want and how many words,” says the man in front of a computer, 

already working with another student. (For sake of convenience he will be referred to as X) He is changing the 

names and certificate in the beginning of the project that give the credit to the person who has produced this 

work. 

In the computers on the desk are folders named after each stream, within which are topics for thesis and final 

projects. There is a variety of topics to choose from. Something based on which a university might award you a 

degree, or a PhD, are lined up according to the alphabetical order. 

The first few pages reveal that these are thesis and projects which are submitted to universities and colleges by 

students. The names are still there, all you need to do is change the initial credits and the name of the university. 

“This will cost you Rs. 300, if you want to get it printed that will cost you separately. There is difference 

between the prices for hard bound and spiral bound,” says X. 

There are institutions which ask for digital copies of dissertations and thesis from the students, in order to detect 

academic dishonesty and duplicate content. The plagiarism detecting softwares check the databases of 

universities and the internet to search for duplicate content. The mafia has a hack for that too. “If you want 

original content written for your topic, it will cost you more. I can take you to the person who makes it,” says X. 

In a bookshop a stone’s throw away, the man, who is addressed as ‘sir’ by X, asks you which university you are 

studying at, which field do you need the dissertation for, and other questions that help him decide the cost he is 

going to quote. 

After taking a look at your clothes and phone he looks around to figure out whether you came by a private car 

or public transport. “It will cost you two rupees per word for the original content. For a 10,000 word thesis you 

will have to pay 20,000 rupees. It won’t be detected in any plagiarism software, that is our guarantee,” says the 

owner of the bookshop (will be referred to as Y). 

On asking who will write the dissertation, Y assures that there is ‘faculty’ dedicated for the job. 

“It will take time, you will have to wait for two weeks before it is completed,” says Y. “Don’t worry about 

plagiarism detecting softwares, we will put it through the software your university uses and give you a final 

report, fool-proof.” 

http://www.firstpost.com/living/phd-thesis-sale-available-corner-store-near-iit-d-jnu-2226956.html
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In an environment where even degrees are faked the reality of education in Delhi stands exposed in such 

markets, raising questions over its future. There has been controversy over qualifications of government 

ministers, including the controversy of HRD minster’s own degree and more recently the Delhi Law minister’s 

degree being 'reportedly' fake. 

When Krishna Sankar Kusuma, assistant professor for media research at Jamia Millia Islamia, was approached 

by someone to write a PhD thesis for someone else, he was astonished. He says that he thought the man to be 

crazy. 

“How is it possible to live someone else’s thought process and write something on their behalf? Ghost writing is 

not just the written word, it means the thoughts and ideas behind the topic. Softwares like TurnitIn, Blackboard 

or Google only check similarity, but as a teacher you can check whether it’s the students work or not,” Kusuma 

says. 

Many research scholars feel that the core issue with the education system is that students are not taught the 

implications of plagiarism in the academic and professional fields and they are straight away expected to submit 

a thesis. 

“University should have a policy for teaching about forms of plagiarism and making students aware about 

issues related to infringement of copyright laws. We, as academicians, should think what kind of enrollment we 

are providing for academic freedom. Some kind of democratic situation should be there in between the teacher 

and the student so that such cases of dishonesty can be done away with,” Kusuma adds. 

With universities having to bear the brunt of academic dishonesty, open markets -- where such practices are 

rampant -- complicate the issue. The quality of education of the students, who graduate with degrees after using 

such thesis, can hardly be imagined. 

Ber Sarai is not the only such market, outside other reputed universities in Delhi the situation is no different. 

Delhi University North campus has Patel Chest Market, Amity University has Noida Sector-18 market and 

Jamia Millia Islamia and other South Delhi colleges have Nehru place where similar practices are just as open 

as Ber Sarai. 

Qazi Zaid and Prerna Lidhoo are freelance journalists. Both of them are currently pursuing their masters in 

Convergent Journalism from MCRC, Jamia Millia Islamia.  

 

 

 

 


